ACM: Soif youdon'thaveascenetoplug
into, areyou going outand creating one?

S5: No. We don't need to create our own
scene. We'nejustreconding musicand sending
outtapes. Alotofpeoplearcintoitaround this
area, but there’s not really a scene around
wherewelive. Thereisin D.C., butmoreof
danceclubs. Thebestway toplugintothatis

 ansniarmirsl o praged




From the Editor

Thireisa I'irru'll'nrr'-m'th.ln;;. I ey of 1989, it s e o dermonstrate the
viabilityof albermativemusse, Time lotdghlight the best artisks, many ol whorm
Thad e booffer thamany act put fomwand by the labels. Time tofoouson the peopleand
persomaklities, not theimagery, epo-building and promotional fluffbelieved inbeimportans
ke reoond companies. Sinocourfirst ssoe, wehave tried o beaneampleol profesionalism
an imdeggrity. Thatmeant kookdng st thingsalittledifferently. Likenotselling ruailing s
Refusrgad vertising that was inapproprateorquestonabhe. Decining toprint reviews
which arenotoriously influenced by sdvertising pressures, Offering subscriptionand
acivertising rbes that are affordable. Emgplbhasirimg olbgectivity and imformatlon rihes than
e Animmﬂmmﬂrmumhnnmpﬁmﬂh:hﬂuﬂqnfdlﬂmmnmm
theworld on compact disc- freewith

Timeshavechanged. Blonde VinyL REX, 'l-'l'r.ll'l.lrl‘ld.riil A wan, Broken Agatin,
Cilassthaomeses BAL, and a few others ane none odifering listenersexcliing new bameds. Infact,
ithsy e bocommdmg soagaressive inskgning new takeni, we canbanely stay a stopabssd ol
them inoompiling ourannual od -and that s very good news indeed! Independent artists
Lk thie Rhime and Mo ramatc Walllowess offr compact discswhichsurpaess
thebestabermativescsolevery maporlhristianecond kb, Independont artisss ke Blue
Trapesoe arechoosdng to remain independent orat least not throse inwath Chirtstian labeds

which havve btle o offerinthe way of secular distribsa tiom orrmarket penetrtion. YWhile
Thrmemmnvarersatiermabive mose Ouaality uncigsrod prablicutors lilee Thie Mo
Albermative now exist. The Pure Bock Repon supportsaltemative radio, Troe Tones,
I,.im-'u;'}_..lrul ol rrad] -|.rn.i-|1'1_m|]-r|:.r;|rrl.'1_-\-q1':.'l!urng meloamaed. Anad Truie Mews, Troe
Tharwes' i b mecita oy ieand e odfersaliEmathve tnbervimes, naviess higthlights,
and everything you Tlevernesd toknow. Troe Tuneswillbecomingout withacompilation |
Crsoon. Fearless Donkey and Visions of Gray alread y have. A o dise frorm The Pure
Fock Feportand mamyothems many happen thisnesd year, Ctheranmsof allermativemindstny
still nesd devidlopment. Andinonderiohelp, wensed iofocusiour time and resourosinthese

maymkomgerexist inthe form ol a pubbcationamd anmaaal
ays, working inolherareas of this minkstry. Weappredade
s of owrreaders. They haveencovraged usand influenoed
sarswher quiestions and odfer enoouragemen b bo youinyour

and toouroommon futume, Aod welook forwand toour
Moy Gaod bless each of you and ennich your lifeand effors

With the love possibleonly theough Clnst,

omand AnmeStepherson
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a lesson in economics

~ Music Industry
Christian

society in a culturally relevant

music is not targeted at the non-
believer. It's for people like you
and | who buy Christian music
because that's what our conscience

By Bill Fower

| can remember a time, about
10 years ago, when "alternative”
Christian music was in its infancy.
Bands such as Undercover, the
Lifesavers, the Choir and others
wiere pioneers of the "S0s. It is no
small coincidence that today the
Christian industry’s top three
alternative labels (Brainstorm,
Blonde Vinyl & Glasshousel are
managed by members of these very

bands. It's a tribute to the per-
serverance of these individuals,
who haveall had a profound effect
on my life. However, a deeper
look reveals a sad reality of the
enigma called CCM.

Here wie are, on the edge of
1993, and the Christian music
industry has had little or no visible
impact on popular culture. How
can weexpect loever reach secular
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fashion if we are shrouded behind
the four walls of the Christian
community? Joey Taylor of
LUindercover once stated something
that has alwaysstuck withme. He
said, "when an institution becomes
seli-perpetuating, the people
become secondary.,” This is, sadly
enough, true of many churches and
ministries today. Due to social
standards, traditions, or justa lack
of vision - the Christian community
has become an end unto itself.

Here in my home state of
Washington, onany given Sunday
3 ot of 100 people will be found at
church. With statistics like this,
it's safe to say that the mission
Feld is notat your local Christian
bump-a-rump contest or bingo
night. lamsomewhat disgusted
whien the best "alternative” woe have
to offeris o half hourof pop videos,
shown on the Family Channel at
midnight Saturdays (adjacent to
MTV s Headbanger's Ball, no less).
I sincerely doubt that the average
punk-rock or heavy metal 16-yvear
old has any attraction whatsoever
to this sort of sickeningly com-
mercial programming.

It's time to face the facts. The
music "industry® is called an
industry because it is a business,
Inorder tosurvive in business you
have to make money. The major
Christian record labels target their
artists exclusively to the Christian
markel because they don't sell in
the mainstream. Why? Because
Joe public is not interested in
hearing the Christian "AC-DC, the
Christian “Jane's Addiction”, or the
Christian "Richard Marx®. [t's most
certainly not a matter of money or
resources, Anyone who has been
toGMA, Cormeérstone, orany other
major Christian music gathering
suspects that. [ have requested ad
rates from almost every major
Christian music publication. |
believe that any advertiser whocan
afford full page colorads at those
astronomical rates, can certainly
afford the secular equivalent. It
really all bails down toa matter of
choice. Somewhere down the line,
wedecided that CCM was going to
be Christian entertainment. There's
nothing wrong with that. Butlet's
not call "entertainment” and
"edification for believers”
evangelism. Because clearly, the
majority of contemporary Christian

dictates tous. Ijust wish that we
held a higher standard for our
musicians as well as our industry.
Because, twenty years later, the
Christianindustry is falling apart
at the seams.

Of course, evervbody talks
about secular distribution. But,
scarce, limited product with noad
campaign, bouring support, radio
airplay or merchandising equals nio
distribution atall. Nobody in their
right mind would ever market a
product without that kind of
support. And, in my opinlon, there
s Hittle motivation for suecess ful
Christianartists tobring their music
to the mainstream. In fact, it's to
the contrary. Especially when
artists who do “crossover” (Amy
Grant, Believer, Kings-X, Sam
Phillips, to name a few) are
maligned by Christians. This, ta
e, is the ultimate irony. Christian
artists being slandered, criticized,
rebuked, and even condemned
because they have taken thelrmusic
bo the people who truly need it the
most. YWhatdid Paul mean when he
aaid to be “in the world, bot not of
theworld? It was because Paul,
like Jesus, knew that frue evangel-
ism comes from meeting people's
needs at their level, and speaking
to them in a language that they
understand,

What does the future hold for
CCM? Anybody who has taken an
cconomics or marketing course
knows about the theory of "supply
and demand”. Under the present
limited distribution plan to Maand
Pa Christian Bookstores, we are
reaching only a small minority of
consumers. It's only a matter of
time before the "supply”™ becomes
greater than the demand. Atthat
point, as with any poorly managed
business, some labels will go
bankrupt., Others will be "sued”
out of business, We're already
witnessing the first corporate
takeovers. Then we will all be
faced with the inevitable final 3
decisions;

1. Sty ol ,I.'j:l'lr i mur'l-r'.'.'llll;' I F
Y, Erpand irle bhr marnsiream maric! or

3. Lt wifpgether

As for me, I'm leaving now. I'm
going to find those 97 people who
aren't in church - wherever they
are. |ask you to consider doing the
SAMe. .,



artists such as: over the rhine, vigilantes of love, sam phillips, elim hall, king's x,
john hiatt, Isu, pierce pettis, peter case, 77's, adam again, da, the alarm, midnight
oil, mark heard, chagall guevara, t-bone, bruce cockburn, undercover, uz, bride,
throes, maria mckee, los lobos, jeff johnson, michael anderson, vector and more...

ANAN §

Ratherthan discuss individual releases thal are currently unawvail-
abrle, we could speculate about the compilations and multi-arkist
projects that will proliferate. Based an conversations we've had
wilth many individuals boath here and abroad, you can expectiiosee
agrealer variety of compilation cd’s this nexi year,

EAST COAST, Orsiscommprlation
slatesd for Late Spring will featune
albernative and gronge from the
Easterm shoresof the Unlied Sintes,
pmihi_'g ﬁmpk-m-.mml sty e
eral of the more progressive Eumne
peanand downunderartsts. Ten-
tativedy it will include artists like
Ragrmum, Sornme of Seovn, ete. You
mighi expect b o become avakl-
alble by Cornerstone. 1 isencouir-
agzing losee this remaissance from
thie East Cioast. Formoneindorma.-
Hisn, condact:

Eric Hutts

261 1 Darby Deive

Wilmington, DE 15808
{32 M5-2UER

MIDWEST. Aot hqrrn:-rnplL'l.-
o clise mibkght surface from True
Tirtes, perthaps even asan inde-
pendent sub-label of an unan-
11L:|Lll'll|'L"\|j!'|"|,'i1l‘L‘||."L'll1!|P.|'I.I'I.:|.' This
connid app-:.lrl:lfl.llll:‘:ﬁ-l.lmm..*rl.l'r
Fall, withoclistrilnathon thinough True
Tiorres and that unnamed recond
comipany ' sdistrilntion network.
Was that canefully vonded enough

Fowr e T St we lanee

tor b vl Look for addithonal
details in Trive Nems of course..
True Tunes, el
2T0West Fromit Street
Whieaton, 1L 60187
{70 SAS-FLUNM

SOUTH. Yislons of Gray editor
Marty Bush oould offera follow-
up tothe southerncompilationfa
Faithand Lifierance by early Sam-
mier, Artists may -11.'¢-r|"|pll'|m.|.-
wlated for the festivall ]ITI'I...I:l"a]_"H.I‘
include artists outside of the re-
ghon. For more information, call
arwirile, or pequesta samiple issse

SOUTHWEST. Flai Earth Art-
st ool .-.urFrhl.i'Ln-wllJ'l..nnllt'\:-
tiomod the best songga by indepen-
dents like Love Coma, Six Pence
Mene Lhe Richer, Sttuntion Tabma,
and pthers. Dnividunl relesses by
these artisis are also expected
:Ihr-l.'rl.ll.'_]'umlm-l.!yl.-.'lr..'.n wrile o
call for more information or a
sample newsletier. .

Flait Earth Ariisis

GE59 [H-10West, Suite 539

San Antonio, TX 7TE230

(512} 656-1413

of thetr publication..., WEST COAST. The Pure Bock
Vistonsol Gray Beport oould offer it sowm oomgpi-
PO B 724973 lation od foralternative radioand
Atlamta, GA I tﬁnﬂuﬁurﬂl}rmr. In

(RO 197004

MORTHWEST. Fearless Don-
key Becords has begun workon
anothercompilationad, entabively
schipad i foarmaest Fall, thatshouild
establish the Morthwest's indiepen-
dent muosic soene as a foroe iobe
reckoned with. Bands like Sonl
Food anad Blenderfiond, armong oth-
s, are rumiored h'lj:l].'lf-'ll' £ i
Rased on recent local shiows, it
will bea very strong project. Also
sk o inclepencent nededsés from
sevieral of the artists from Somgs
friver Hiee Rarin Factory as wellas a
e s pepesar o tl'rm::t.l!-n:lnpu'l:a-
ki throukgzhot 1993 Yo'l wani
tocall or wrbhe fora mevsbstber..

Fearless Donkey Reonnds

LY 8 Avenuoe SW

Seattle, VWA SR1D6

[ira iR W L vl

INTERESTED IN MORE AIRTIME?

DAVID X,

Pacilic

kvl highlight the best b e
pendent artists with an emphasis
cmalternstiveand |::'-JI-.-|.:|" raclio. I
fray surface-asa joint project be-
tween ACM Jowrnal and The
G Floor vwhen iappoar, but
only timefand resouroes) will tell
For more information, you can
reach Kevinat;

The Pure Rock Repori

G264 Via Canada

Banchos Malos Yerdes, CA

GRET

10 - F1LC !I'l:‘.ll-‘.,I

CALIFORNIA METAL #7
We'veall lost count... Ifenough
mtal bands can be fowund i Cali-
formia, this mighisurface et year

We'll probably see rem fxes, aut-
takes, and compilations from the
small allermative labe s too.

Universiny
UC Box /07
Forest Grove, OR

97116
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clubs. Thebig thing
now seems o be
technodanoemve. Ii's
amatierof E..~|th1p,_-|.'mlr
music into the hands of

df&-, ] I:l'l-t"}' Cam F:t-l: it into their T

ALCM]: 5o, once ina while you have
thechance todo something live, but
ustally its justa matterof getting your
e i thee ol of someonewhocan
T'!Li_\"H ntaliveclub

55 Righi

Huil:.'fﬂ I Seor v e v wrking ima studio
n?
Kevin: That'smy “real ™

ACMJc Lavrel what aro vol doing
ow? \

Laamel T gradonted Las M. ay, bt I'd
Tiboe b i bk amed pet my Ml siters
cegree inHigh School. B aically,
curing the simamers | |u-1lj*a.-Lp1:u..|.-
makemoney. And Uvebeenworking
in sebwnls

ACMJ: Mutsac b st sommcthingson the
side and hundor yon !

Laurek I've beensinging fortenyears
inchoir. So, itssomeething that s un
for . | ndiver thought GFit ak mioce
than.a hobby, butsinee Kevinand Lgo
togetherit's become more serios,

ACM]: How doesworking imastudio
affect w hat you'redoing now® Does it
RIvEyOu hoersand hours tobe 1.TL'H"|-'1-"I-'I.
orpust o chanoetosesw h.llh,hth:_rn
unng;?

S8: Yes Allof theabove, How does
itaffect the muste® Well first, itgives
us B e s B b0 @B oo withowul
|'|.1uuq_l:uimﬁmnmh-clﬁlwhll Leam
Ir:ll::httw stialf nrﬂmﬁlnwni my=clt
A nu«uﬁnlgw!-mm fean
i.'.luh!,[;.. weh |gl.1m. hhmmam
porscom | Bty B pe ol A,

and get itinto the
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‘-h'lﬂ'll-h'lj-;l\'lﬂ'll'll vin, e knowsexactly
Tvrw o b ideas to fraition. Ihe's
writing, be can finish in a day. He
womandomone o ay Hot befinished bn
24 I -

ACMJ: Where do vou sce Christlan
alternutive music going in U nest

coapleyeand

Laurel: | think there réally lsamarket
forit. Iseysome nusic that has reachid
it=limiit, L popularmisic. Peopleare
peing o be lvoking for something
different hope they turmio Christian
Altermative mosic asn possabality.

ACMI: What part do voul seo your-
selves plaving in that?

Kevin: Hopefully, we' |l be anothicr
e il o have something:
oriad the ml:hd«!pmh. want tolisten to.
Mot Ehaals l'l'l,'l'mn"r thing especially
ur |,.,|11.1L.,l.'l'ﬂi.'h'-ul lm'gﬂmril’-m.ﬁi
Hn‘ll..i. i

Cpﬁﬂuyllnrnumm wsed




soplewant to

we' ne not

& throat

I l]'ihluh:'lﬂhwr poaple

pmdt'fhﬂliﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂhtlmltﬂwri
I‘J'IH'E...

ACM]: Do oyou find many oppor-:

E

runithestotalk to peopile about what .

vou'redolng?

55: “Kﬂlmmnnp "waitn
these peoplesorm oo ooming

m&d._ they re really inte
-etalamon God What'sup
with that.. " pretty frequently. Soems

ke every coupled! wecks someonc
comes up tous...

ACTM]: What things influcnce you
musically and antistically, aswell as

mﬁuﬂf

Laurel: Tr's just a mixtune of & lokof
things. 1"ve been singing in school
chaims for years, 5o 1've been able to
'ﬁh‘lﬁi it ot different types of music,

evirrything from American Folk to,

Classical. S I just enjoy music in
whatever formvit connes . Tty bofind

thebest inwhatever Lhear, and Tiry to
apply IhnuuHH,:,-nuimw wl-n.m-w.-f
|

l-"'.
e |

2\e

Kevin: Agdin, | think with amy
mLsician, utjrﬂ'nngth;lhuu.lia.h 11k
(ar anything that you'vedone in the
sl md tnunrpni-t:ﬂ-::.l.liﬂ:|nh1mj-.
We like Front 242, some of their old
wh,:f: n'u]:nun! A:-.ilh*nmﬂnﬂ'ru'-r
e, we ke Hhehﬁ:'nﬁmm
‘.:i.'.t":t}".-.h =

ACM]: Eh_':_f:..l-u findyour family and

-Irhni-.m:i.rnxmitq_'.-'

Laurel: Oh, definitely;: At leasbas far
as I'm concerned, | My family and
frivicds have known thatlove tosing,
and play plano. Music s just really
important. They a:lllwa b by
liston ko, ";'_,?

Kevin: Actually, my fi mily doesn’t

really knonw what I'm doing. Thew

Enorw T havea lot nf:intu-nn.usmﬂlﬂw

il b i

thiat, and that sormehaonw s all hooskisd
intomy computer. But, that's really
absowat 1t Dol the miain things fornw
s equipment, being in oollege, .. the
briodascolligestudiont Anancially.. any
person who plays ina band knows that
there's a financial cost. That's a big
formolthedr support. They neall nealls
supportiveol what wedo

ACMI: You mentioned that you're
'|.'.u,1r'Li|1'.;-| W W T "-l.h:l1:|:'\-|l1|,:|l.| T
I thiere any iﬂﬁﬂl'-t!'ih,' of an fnde-
pendent release any timein the near
fubure? Or are vou hoping for some
bl willtry towooyou with money up
frome?

Kevin: Yes, thealmighby dollar. Laurel
and 'just finished a batch of work
tapetie. This past one was 3songs, [ G
Murrdder, Words, ete, 1'mstill brving to
hammeroul the disasas faras concrete
tithes. |gpuioss il somchbod v camealong,
and offered usmoney torecord that'd
b reat. Bubwe'llust have towaitand
sotwhat happens. We' rejust going to
keepdoing whatwe ane, writing songs
and recording songs, whether any lnbel
shows interest or nob... even ifnobody
ks lisbering,

ACM]: Would you be interested
primarily indistribution toclubs and

{

colligomdioshows, or distribution in
the Christian marketas well?

Kevin: Hopefully both. Butif | had to
pick from the two, I'd definitely pick
socular, I yousignwith asmallsecular
label, then you can always pursue
distribastiorina Christian bookstone,

like The Innocence Mission, Sam
Phillipes=, e, think P'dwant todoboth
But perhapsit's more complicated in
reality

ACMI: Laarel, sithereanythings you'd
liketoadd . like where vou'd like to
b ?

Laurel: Kevinbasically converod whiere
wewant o gowith thisordon twani
tov gz This, Borme, b jost awhiole Lo
of fun, 'm glad that Kevinand | are
Friends, boecause s nok uistajob, itsa
lotof fun boo, Hnothing happenswith
it that's fine - il's a good experienc
Butifit does gosomewhere, that will
ma ke e happy oo

ACM]: Eevin? Anything you might
wantboadd tothat?

Kevin: Wearethe GoorgeCemsbhavin's
of techno music L don't know wlr:r
thatalwayscomestommind, Hesold life
inatirance and wasa't A alave o Fia
prasie, I v seen bands with thise rock
starattitudes, e they want tomake it
h'tp_'|'l:|'|1|1:i1.'l_-1.rl'l-1|'|r-:ir11'|1|.~|:i|.' Bait, that's
el bt s ] - v h.ml weanl bo have

fuan. | know we'vesald that 40 or 50

Hies each now ard you caned it some

of those out. But that's really true,
We'veboth got our priorities, college
fret. I'm ||-'|.1'Itl']lI.II:IH1 iy bachaelors.and
i 'I'l\.-h'qrfki.nb; 11 e s, Bl
thatswhat wiedo first, Wie're not rock
stars, but we gre Christians and
TSRS



graphic design

audioengineering

recording promotion & production

concert promotion & production

forinfoand estimates please call

206) 525-5656

Aaron Sprinkle
1904 NE 52ud Seallle, WA 957105

by Mark Ellner

Music festroals ane fypically mietoed from
the perepectioe of the performeing arfisrs,
the Mslemer, or eown the fesfroal siaff
thernseloes.  We asked Mark Ellaer, our
Pholograpler from Colorada, fo gioe us @
et of the Cornersfone festioal a5 a
photographer

‘weencleavesred EI.'I-Hi.\'I.'-l.ﬂIr.II.'IJI..‘I-I.‘I:I!IJ nt

of myv feelings and the difficulties
encountered, [ have to agree with the
stabernent, "Comerstone s ot really setup
for photography”. . becausé from my
L'l'l'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂl'ﬂ'l.‘l.":tl‘i:‘!:‘ﬂ!l’ﬂk-i:l'-m‘\.!iﬂl‘nﬂnl‘_‘r'
towand the medum ol redio

| understand there are rules that
everyone miest obey inonder for the festival
woperaieas smoothlyas possible, and it
miusl be quite difficult for the Press
coord indbor to Hmidt acoess toa lprdfmd
numberalpeopleand places. Howewver, as
a photogrypher T Sencd bornove abouta groast
deal trying to document as much of the
festival and as m.'l.n'g,'--! tharconcerts, asl
can. Salm normally not ina ghven anea for
any length of e,

It makes my job quite frustrating o
“gain access” toa stage anly o have that
access diended by staffand / orsmall stages
|:1'.'1.-.r'|.111'|'.~|.‘-|.~|:l'.-'-"I.1J1|'q.||,|||'|rr'u._'|'|l_1|.1'|1.1'|p.'m.|1_~.
and musicians from olher bands. For
example: When | arrived at the Mortal /
Clircle off Dust stmpe tovshoot, thisstage was
a1l 4.'|.1n|_.:1-':h-|.1 witlh members from the
Crocitied, Fans. '.-'.n-un.l::.-'_ arid Eil.l.ﬁ_q*
Technblclans, sooe=s was II.TI.F\lC'r'-.."\.I.HI.'. Ao
to kop it all off, 1 was given conflicting
shories from [FLSA personne] - onaesiating
that loouikd roam abaoaik thestage inceriakn
arvae, whileamnother told me | couddn't
1.".-'|:'||.p.1.'\.':|lh;'r|:r|.1c' And thiswas
wehilessemlotber i dchualswih
cameTs and press passes waemein e
arca beyond the rope towhich | was
h'mp,d enied accoess, Thisbecomies a
“mioot” point because (evenif lcould
have stood bevond the ropel | wouldn'
have been able toshoot a pletune with all

thie peopleon thestage bebworn myscifand
thie b S0, | v larfft o Fincd oy sy back.
!anq;h'n'p:l\}unl fromm the orowed - 1h'np,_
£ L B Wiy frowen the band for evena
telephoto lense toachievetheshot Dnesded

Therewas not an opportunity o getabove
thiecrowad toweed out distracting objects
such as the backs of people's heads,

The rm!:l." 'Fllil\."l\.ibh' soliitions | have
require buying bigger and bulkier (and
T Ve | e el prient o wend ou
distractions betterand tobring meclhoserio
thestmge fromma further distance - or [ ooulkd
oo rm1n-nmnw.i.l.'-" with the crowed
and “elbow™ my way thl‘tll:l'.;h (T4] ;p,nh:'-f[
vantage points causing disturbances (the
“amything fora piciure™ mentalivy). by
idhakoewaoubd obwioushy be the first solu thon.
Bustasanarti=t, [stmaggbewith the limitatiomns
11fm!..- equipiment and thiecrsativedrive o
producethe image | have engraved inmy
imind. | consciously ma ke an effort not to
beruchennd try ot boblock anyvone’s view,
and my vesitation stems froem e fsct tht
dornod want anything that | might do to
reflect negativel v against what Lamitrying
tosccomiplish.

Lamnondy inonespaod foiradsor dharstion.
Aol it s very inostrating (amd stressiul) fo
havveeinshod linesd up, only to have somseone
appear in my line of sight as | click the
shutter. Whenmy vision s clearagain the
ahit s pone - the musbcdans, in constani
o, have e on boa differend partod
the stage. O they are doing something
fess interesting than what | jusi
mils=ied, And there were hmes

_ il
1 had to just cap my lense -
and kick back :
4 5
bPecause it jus . i
wasn'1 i, v i L
4

woth
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...flocking towards the Edge

fan music was still exclusive to the best
backed by the largesi record companies,
eyt y revoird companies, don tinkerrupt
traveded fromm tows o boven and Christinn
¥ L strick a pose as if thase artists were Dhe
g r programming. Public service anmounce
tation sponsorship of the concerts, interviews, in-
store Appearances - it was too good to believe. They even
played afiw ol theirsomgs during special shows tosalve thar
comnackous, but it didn't really matter because everyone was
desperate to finally seea concert. And the music was meant
for those insideand outside the church, Thecarly ploneers
quickly rose to lask - Undercover, the Altar Boys, Randy
Stonehill, Second Chapterof Acts, Resurmection Band__ Youth
lesders werethrilled with the prospoect of sulbstituting the good
for thebad, and rounded upeveny warmibody and bussed them
o theshoswa.

Theshow came and wenl And life wenton. Well, until
thenect show came bo toven, after wihdch life again rebummed to
mormmal. Bt that'swhene it stopped. And little changed. The
record Compan ies continued l.'.ll'l,'l"ll.'l.sll.'l radiostations and
vouth leaders. Color ads in COM and Campus Life. Direct
mailings tochurches. Afterall, the kids weren't going logoon
theeirown. They niever Bsten bo Christian rad o (bess than 1%
everdol, they dont hang out in Christian book stomes, and the
shows that they might choose cerfainly wouldn't opoen lor
Petra, Ray Bolte or Michael W. Smith. Simply put, we were
shewp, we acted like sheep, and they treated us like sheep,
Baaiaseinansg

naL # , juista fevw short yeans ago, wheneverything

guadrangle! foursides and self-contained)
el compandes still prod oo forChristian
chicvatill cabers o thi acdienioe,
thi ng audience still patronize Christian book

lace.

ypares pushon them. And while this would delight
sristin a contrally dinected ecconomy, the world is
“And it's time werealize that the world s changing
and mest it whereitis. Jesus met ordinary everyday people
vy ety werne and offened therm what they neally needed. |s
that really so difficult to comprehend? Even Corporate
Armricn has learmied that you have bomeet people whege they
ame. That yesu st first anderstamed whal thay naood befome you
campffier themn what they nead. Youcntjustdecide what they
need and then foree it on them. They bearmad this from the
Japanese whoonby applied what they learmed fromithe LS in
the first place. This may sound like s grim and dismmal piciune,
buit thereareshiningesamples thatour future ool be brighld.

o

RATHCY

EOEFin Oklahoma City abandoned the rules af Hhe
churtess " and ook adirection with prograrmmming that stummed
other stations in their market, Unlikeothercities where the
100,000 watt Christian stalion goes after the smallest target
b e kenwowwn, KICHCF asa 3000 wall staliod wendt after (he
Llargest. Well they went ionumber one, twoorthree inevery
category [oryouth in their market practically overnight, and
they have grown eversinee, And WAY] in FL Moeyers went
halfthedistance. If you are waiting for the Chnstian radio
lhﬂuninﬁuramh:uh;ﬂ Ihirﬁ#nulluﬂ:rrﬂhhﬂgnﬁ-mnt
b youamg adhults, well . you'newasting vour ime. They have
theirestablished church audbenoe and . more imnportandly,
Lugeadvertising acoounts, Evenif they changéd thetr format
tomorrony and developed personality, they still have toatiract
lsteners from other stations omake any ko of difference., If
wirwiant bo reach out, then we nioed bo reach them wherethoy
are. Sponsor programs on existing stations - reaching an
existing audbenoe where they are, H the audienoe moves o
anothersiation, then mose tothal stakion.

Perhaps the brightestspot in the futuncof Chrstian radic
s atcolbgpes and universities around the workd. This markoet,
with its amything govs " perspective, offers real possibilities
foralternative and progressivemusic by Christian artists on
parwith thelrsecularcounterparts. And with independent
minded di's and The Pure Rock Report, we can ook forward
to reaching those whio are perhaps the most closed o
['hrht.m.lt:r.

LABELS

_——— - —————  —  — = -~ 3 .~ e — = = .

Big record companies may move siowly toadapt boa
rriarket thatmay not be there when they finally arrive, buk the

smallercompaniesdon 't havethat problem. Hoesever, being
ahoad of the pack msans creafing amarket where none exdsts,
and thisdoesn 't lend itsel u.:-l'imm-lal-ll'.ubllilz.-. While R EX.,
Wonderland, Ocean, B.AL, Broken Again, Blonde Vinyl,
and others muy be hiere bocdny, some are lkely (o gothe way
of Imagze anc Befuge in the near futune unless they mature
beryoenad the limiting distribution deals they are curmenitly
locked into, Anincreasing numbser of talented independent
artists havedecided that itisno longer in their bestinterest to
sign witha company that hasalotof unrealized potential,
Ermdted tothe Christlan distribution network. And without
e artists and emerging talent, a record ¥ Cannot
perpetuate itself, Theindustry is at a crossroad that could
shake the very foundation of the Christian music scene, The
Lol hak crvee the line anad meset thotr aucienoe in I.-F;iliml'l.:-
record stores anowand the country and workd, advertise inthe
real college music scene thoough T and others, and count
themselves among, those in the big pond will survive and
flourish. Those whodon'tperosive the change in the wind
may face bean years ahead.

FUBLICATIONS

Publications are also in for a ride. While CCM and
company may survive through hvpeand advertising major
label profferings, the brightest of the alternative soene may
disappearorconsolidate. Interestinalternative Christian
raasde will preokably combimue bogrow, bt the real Anancial
support for publishing - adviertising - may become scarmeas
progressive labels d sappoar or ake nire dinscdtions.

However, independent fanzines like The Pleasant
Alternative and publications like True News which better
reflect thedirection of thesoene (and integrity over advertising
hyped should succeed where others fall. The power of the
press s tsability tobean outsidevoloe shortoomings
and emphasize what isright. And todosoeffectively, itcan't
serrve bwormasters. [beliowveitmiost wrike i the best intorests
of its readers - limiting personal opinion, emphasizing
objectivity, and ignoring prssune fromadvertisens ioemibeilsh
or exagperate. Uinlortunately, it can also serve itselfl by
pursuing speculative investigative reporting loenhanoe iks
circilatim amd F-t'rm'rl.-d |.11|I:'E'.'I'H‘:|.' and Pl‘l.'.i.'l".!.:l’:'. Chrid vy
pursue the almighty advertising dollar by accepting
sdvertisemients that are misleading or by writing favorable
reviews forsubstandand product. Daesometimes wondersd if
maybel reosived anentirely different release with the same
e, e anad artveork bocatse I'd never recognise it from the
revie [rosd.

CONCERTS

———— s = om

H‘pg|.1.r|||:|_!|‘u.i1.n!|:I|:'|n'11.i|'nwlii.ﬂ]1|-_|.ru::.|.\']1'|,r Mist v
in thesecularmusic industry. But weshouldn't lament that
thingsarentwhat they
sl bo e, Weshould
review whatl are we
tryingg tocho, InSesattle,
the relisvant national
muslcians like T-Bone
Burnetl, Tonio K,
B s 3, amd begitimmale
local Christian ariisis
per-lormin b secular
dl:hmﬁm-htpﬁm
anil fnoe-to-faoe, where
thowse who need bo hear
analbernative to their
i ﬂ]w;ll.i}' are. This
:-llul'_'!.-' is true for an
inereasing numiber of
citkesaswell And whhilke
Ehoesi v e Iy b mepeenk
this i thetr chasrch may
et limiked or shor-
termsuccea, | beliove
thiey welll Fail o accomp-
Lish what they hiopse to
achieve. Because
people will come for
helponly when they aneconvinoed they meed it and alsoonly
wihere they are convinoed they will recoiveit

START ATHOME

A a6 a church we haven't been terribly effective in
COMYINCIRE Ay Ofe thuit we boruoves what m*'n_-rl.n':ng, thiat we
knowrwherewe' regotng, orthat waeeven havea duoe. We need
o start brealong doven the barrbers we have erocted betwisen
ourseives and Cod. Weneed tooffer Christ's message in the
non-threatening way itwas intended.. We mmst el ainate the
emphasisonmoney Uthal seems odrvechunches inbofroneied
pledge drives, privileged menber status, and internal polities
Audied we haveallowed the church facility and salary structune
o o .|rlinlul,|-.lu1|dq.-.1mnn|_:;'-1¢]‘3-uﬁJ-m finances intha
fellwship, Wieneed tobe the cxample waeclalm tobe. [fwe
area fock without divection, then we need o fnd it And the
s, Ui btter
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% NO METAL, GLAM, RAP, POP, POLKA, CLASSICAL, COUNTRY,
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THE LIFE YOU SAVE MAY BE YOUR OWN






